
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

GERMIEST PLACES ON A COLLEGE CAMPUS

The best defense against germs 
is good hand hygiene. But of 

100,000 people surveyed, 
62% of men and 40% 
of women didn’t wash 

their hands after using the 
bathroom.

BACTERIA
can live on 

treadmills and 
other gym 

equipment for 
hours or 

even days.

High-touch surfaces 
like microwave 

touch screens and 
door buttons are 

often contaminated 
by uncooked foods 
that leave behind 
bacteria like E.coli  
and Salmonella.

UP TO
2.7 MILLION

Number of bacteria per 
square inch found on water 

fountain spigots reported by 
NSF International.

2
Number of hours  

cold and flu germs 
can live on  

high-touch surfaces 
like door knobs and 

handles.

13,144
Number of organisms found 

on a cafeteria checkout 
keypad (the last thing 

students and staff touch 
before eating!)

Studies found 60 times more germs per square 
inch on college computers than on public 
restroom toilets.

60x

Studies have shown 
as many as HALF 
of all cell phones 

test positive for the 
presence of Staph 

bacteria.

50%
Percentage of TV 

remotes a UVA study 
tested as  positive  
for Rhinovirus, the 

leading cause of the 
common cold. 

Sources:  https://blog.dormsmart.com/2011/09/20-germiest-places-on-college-campus.html

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2971931/Do-wash-hands-going-loo-62-men-40-women-admit-don-t-bother.html
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13%
Percentage of 

refrigerators tested 
positive for Staph.

37%
Percentage of dorm 
refrigerators tested 
positive for fecal 
contamination.

56%
Percentage of 
students  who 

say they NEVER 
clean their dorm 

room fridge.

YUCK!


